More than 40 years ago, at the hcight of his career, Maestro Fleisher lost the use of his right

hand to c]gstonia, the third most common neurological movement disorder after Parkinson’s
disease and essential tremor. He could no longer P!ag the Piano with both hands, and turned
to tcaching conducting, and Playing one-handed rcPertoircs. The Frequently misdiagnosecl
disorder severelg im[:)ec]ec] his PerFormance of evergclag tasks. About 10 years ago,
Phgsicians at the NIH were able to diagnose the Problcm as a focal dystonia and start him
ona therap9 which helped to reverse the condition.




